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Figures ind ica te tha t tourism is one of the strongest and  most g loba lized  industries 
on the p lanet, and  for Gran Canaria  it is the tourism sec tor which makes our 
ec onomy go round  and  grow. 
 
Fac ed  with the world  ec onomic  situa tion, if there is one sec tor whic h is putting  up 
a  resistanc e, it is tourism; a t p resent the levels of demand  for tourism in our ma in 
markets rema in stab le to a  wide degree, which ind ic a tes tha t tourism and  leisure 
a re ever more important, p riority human ac tivities 
 
However, a lthough travel flows have been ma inta ined , the economic  slow-down, 
the fa ll in the dolla r and  the rise in o il p rices a re c ausing numerous c hanges in 
c onsumers' dec isions 
 
In the light of this situation, there a re things which a re within our reach and  others 
which escape our c ontrol, being  dec isions and  developments on a  g loba l level. 
 
But which things a re within our reac h? A lo t: streng thening  our p romotiona l 
p resenc e ab road , avoid ing  measures whic h reduc e our c ompetitiveness (suc h as, 
for examp le, the Dutc h ecolog ic a l a ir tax, which, fortuna tely, has pa rtly worked  in 
our favour), and , in pa rtic ula r, c ontinuing  to work on our tourism p roduc t. 
 
And , when we ta lk about p roduc t, we refer to ac commoda tion, shopp ing  c entres, 
theme parks, museums, information offic es or the ba lc ony in our homes, bec ause 
the whole o f Gran Canaria  and  a ll of us make up  the Gran Canaria  tourism 
p roduc t. 
 
As travellers, we a lways go to p laces which a ttrac t a ttention and  c uriosity and 
which a re an ob jec t o f our desires; however, when we reach our destina tion, it is a  
set of things which makes it d ifferent and  whic h suc c eeds in winning us over as a 
holiday p lac e and  as a  repea t c ustomer 
 
Tha t g roup  of things,  tha t intang ib le fac tor, is made up  by a ll o f us, and  if 3.5 
million tourists visit us a  year, it is bec ause we a re spec ia l and  have something 
d ifferent,unique, to offer the visitor. 
 
If you were a  European tourist, would  you come on holiday to Gran Canaria? Tha t 
is the question we have to  answer. Let's thing like our tourists and  we will find  some 
of the solutions, a t least those which are within our reac h. 

 
 

Roberto Moreno Díaz 
Regional Minister – President  

Tourism Board of Gran Canaria
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The winter c losure 
  
The results achieved  by Gran Canaria  in winter 2007-2008 po int to  a lmost general 
growth in a ll ind ic a tors stud ied  in this Report and  consolida te two important 
aspec ts: the upward  trend  whic h began in the m idd le of summer 2007 and  the 
streng thening  o f our competitiveness as a  winter destina tion. 
 
Ac cord ing  to d ifferent sourc es, the volume of tourists who a rrived  on the Island 
between November 2007 and  Ap ril 2008 was 1,926,139, 6.86% more than in Winter 
2006-2007. 
 
By markets o f orig in, they ma inly c ame from Spa in, the United  Kingdom and  
Sc and inavia , with more than notab le and  very signific ant g rowth. 
 
The inc rease in the home market, therefore, means a  move forward  in the loss o f its 
seasonal na ture, the inc rease in British tourists is the first in the past 5 winters and 
the boost from the Sc and inavian sec tor streng thens our leadership  of a  top 
European market, if this were possib le, bec ause of its economic  situa tion and 
traveller p rofile . 

 
MASTER TABLE FOR THE GRAN CANARIA 2007-2008 WINTER SEASON 

 
INDICATOR DATA VARIATION COMMENT 
Tourists                            1,926,139              6.89% Sc andinavia, Spain and United           
                                                                            Kingdom as motors   
Foreigners                        1,586,045           4.03%     
Spania rds 297,321          26.54% 
 
 

Oc cupation   62.70                  0.54 points Inc rease November-February, fa ll March-
April 

Hotels            72.33                2.61 points     
Non-hotel  
ac c ommodation      57.88                  -0.5 points 
 
 

Nights spent            14,704,172  -2.98% Fall in average stay. Drop in non-hotel 
sec tor 

Hotels                        7,063,269  4.96%     
Non-hotel 
ac c ommodation   7,641,443            -9.29% 
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Expense 107.98  1.53% Leader in the Canaries. Growth below 
Consumer Price Index [IPC] 

At source  64.91  0.81%     
On the island                  43.07         2.65% 
 
 

Pric es -1.70%          -  Fall in pric es and in addition, inc reases 
below IPC 

 

EPA occ upied by  
Tourism                             191,145     -3.50% Loss of employment. Unemployment in 

tourism below average 
 

 
Going  into the winter result in dep th, we see how the number of nights spent in our 
ac commodation d ropped  by 2.96%, with a  tota l of 14.7 million nights' 
ac commodation. 
 
This result was ob ta ined  d esp ite the inc rease in the number of travellers 
ac commodated  (+1.28%), and  is exp la ined  on the basis o f severa l po ints: 

 
·  The d rop  in the average stay 
·  The poor results for April 2008, which b rought down the good  figures 

achieved  up to Easter 
·  The fa ll in non-hotel ac tivity; so, while the hotel sec tor is on the up 

(+8.90% c lients), the non-hotel sec tor has seen the number of 
travellers ac commodated  go down by 9.29%. 

 
These non-hotel results a re a lso exp la ined  by the reduc tion in the number of beds 
on the market, whic h has a lso fa llen signific antly, so it is not just a  p rob lem of 
c ompetitiveness by the non-hotel p roduc t, but o f its p resenc e on the market. 
 
It is pa radoxic a l tha t the level of non-hotel oc c upa tion is just one point down on 
tha t for winter 2006-2007; for this point, we have to c onsider the fa ll in the volume 
of p lac es opera ting , whic h the Na tiona l Institute of Sta tistic s [INE] puts a t over 9%. 
 
In this regard , while overa ll a rriva ls by tourists g rew by more than 6% in the winter, 
the number of c ustomers in g ift ac c ommodation went up  by 1.28%. T This sta tistic al 
imbalanc e is to  a  la rge d egree exp la ined  by the d isappearanc e o f numerous 
beds from tourist opera tions and  the inc rease in sec ond  homes. 
 
Desp ite these comments, Gran Canaria  c losed  winter 2007-2008 as the na tional 
leader in hotel and  non-hotel oc c upa tion. If we add  to this the fac t tha t the Island  
has aga in bec ome the destina tion on the Canaries with the highest average cost 
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and  stay (ISTAC1 2007 da ta ), we may add  severa l ind ica tors to c lose the last Winter 
season with a  c red it ba lance. 
 
However, the d rop  in nights spent, the fa ll in average stays or the growth in da ily 
c ost below the level of infla tion constitute significant p rob lems to  be faced . 
 
As Gran Canaria  is a  lead ing destina tion by volume of winter c ustomers (o f this 
there is no doub t), we a re fac ed  with a  panorama of stagna ting  ac tivity and 
p rofitab ility of destination, a lthough the fac t tha t we lead  a  la rge part o f the 
tourism ind ic a tors  shows tha t this stagna tion is a  genera lized  p rob lem in trad itiona l 
c oasta l destina tions suc h as ours. 
 
In this regard , we should  a lso like to introduc e emp loyment into the ana lysis o f 
tourism results. Within a  c ontext of economic  slow-down, we c an see how the level 
of peop le in work on the Canaries went down a t the c lose of winter 2007-2008.  
 
Our b ranc h of ac tivity reduc ed  it level o f employees in the first quarter o f 2008 by 
3.5% in respec t o f the same quarter o f 2007. Over and  above seasona l fac tors 
(Easter), we a re ta lking  about the destruc tion of employment in our ma in sec tor, 
which d irec tly employs more than 20% of the workers on the Canaries, and  which, 
therefore, is a  c ornerstone in the economic  stab ility of the reg ion. 
 
The situation in the fac e o f summer 2008 
 
On this po int, and  a fter a  winter season with ac c ep tab le results on Gran Canaria , 
we fac e summer 2008 with a  still uncerta in result for ourselves, a lthough we should  
be aware tha t the situa tion is c omplica ted . 
 
Forec asts for a rriva ls o f British and  German c ustomers in any event point to  our 
ma inta ining  the figures for Winter 2007, an estima te which would  be very op timistic  
in the c ase o f the Dutch market. 
 
The home market (a  trad itiona l boost on Gran Canaria  in the summer in rec ent 
yea rs) is fac ed  with signific ant unc erta inty: whereas tour and  a ir opera tors have 
redoubled  their c ommitment to the island , the economic  situa tion and  Spanish 
c lients' c onfidence c ause it to be fea red  that the effec t of the c risis will be strong ly 
felt by Spanish outbound  tour opera tors. 
 
Therefore, our results for the summer for customers arriving  will depend  on the 
c ommitment of the b ig  opera tors on our ma in markets to  destina tions like ours. 
 
On the other hand , we have partic ula rly positive examples, which, based  on 
regular flight connec tions, may streng then us for summer 2008. 
                                                
�  ISTAC – Instituto Canario de Estadística – Institute of Statistics of the Canary Islands  
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Ireland , Switzerland  or Norway may mean some relief in the results ac c ount for 
Gran Canaria , based  on new routes or frequenc ies, with new genera tion 
c ompanies such as AerLingus, Easyje t or Norweg ianAir. 
 
It is strange tha t within a  framework o f d ifficulties in the avia tion sec tor in the light 
of the rise in o il p rices, we trust in new a ir initia tives like boosts for the summer 
season, but initia tives like these (where d irec t sa les to c lients a re g iven p riority but 
without nec essarily shutting  the door to o ther opera tors) are the key to the new 
model o f marketing  in tourism, where flexib ility and  a  multip lic ity of channels a re 
key elements. 
 
It is c lea r tha t the p rice of o il has doub led  in a  short spac e of time and  tha t for an 
average flight to Gran Cana ria , this fac t is o f very significant interest in the costs o f 
the flight. 
 
However, if you commit yourself to  a  pro jec t and  expand  its sa les channels you 
may have c overed  a  la rge part of the journey. 
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1. Total entries of tourists to Gran Canaria. Winter 2007-2008.    
 
 

W 06-07 W 07-08 Var total Var %

1.524.639 1.586.045 61.406 4,03%

234.963 297.321 62.358 26,54%

42.841 42.773 -68 -0,16%

1.802.443 1.926.139 123.696 6,86%

Demand group

National tourists

ENTRIES OF TOURIST TO GRAN CANARIA. WINTER 2007-2008.

Total tourist to Gran Canaria

Foreign tourists (national flights)

Tourist arrivals (foreign flights)

 
 
1.1 Foreign tourist entries. Gran Canaria . Winter 2000-2008. 
 

ENTRIES OF FOREIGN TOURISTS. WINTER SEASON. 2000-2008.

1.682.524

1.581.260

1.613.963

1.542.472
1.559.182

1.594.135

1.524.533

1.585.530

1.000.000

1.200.000

1.400.000

1.600.000

1.800.000

2000-2001 2001-2002 2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008

 
Sources: INE Institute of Statistics of Spain. ISTAC Institute of Statistics of the Canary Islands. 
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FOREIGN TOURIST ENTRIES. WINTER 2007-2008.
COUNTRY 2007 2008 Var total Var %
GERMANY 419.895 403.538 -16.357 -3,90%

AUSTRIA 16.791 21.953 5.162 30,74%

BELGIUM 31.017 30.835 -182 -0,59%

DENMARK 105.515 109.036 3.521 3,34%

RUSSIAN FEDERATION 99.682 105.737 6.055 6,07%

FINLAND 8.877 3.968 -4.909 -55,30%

FRANCE 279.630 318.845 39.215 14,02%

UNITED KINGDOM 89.285 83.414 -5.871 -6,58%

NETHERLANDS 41.890 42.758 868 2,07%

IRELAND 19.776 12.755 -7.021 -35,50%

ITALY 161.229 175.113 13.884 8,61%

NORWAY 10.167 9.249 -918 -9,03%

CZECH REPUBLIC 2.093 3.593 1.500 71,67%

POLAND 157.530 176.668 19.138 12,15%

SWEDEN 28.503 39.172 10.669 37,43%

SWITZERLAND 6.089 6.194 105 1,72%

PORTUGAL 5.510 4.969 -541 -9,82%

LUXEMBOURG 10.940 8.583 -2.357 -21,54%

ICELAND 30.114 29.150 -964 -3,20%

OTHER COUNTRIES 1.524.533 1.585.530 60.997 4,00%  
 

Foreign tourist entries. Winter Season. Germany and United Kingdom. 
2000-2008.

0

100.000

200.000

300.000

400.000

500.000

600.000

2000-2001 2001-2002 2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008

Germany

United
Kingdom
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1.2) National tourist entries. Gran Canaria . Winter season. 2007-2008. 
 
 

ORIGIN 2006-2007 2007-2008 Var total Var %

Spaniards 234.963 297.321 62.358 26,54%

Foreigners 42.841 42.773 -68 -0,16%
TOTAL 277.804 340.094 62290 22,42%

Tourist entries from national flights. Winter season. 2006-2008.

 
 

National tourist entries in Gran Canaria. Regional distribution. 
Regions Passengers % over total
Andalucía 30.753 10,34%
Aragón 3.049 1,03%

Asturias 4.757 1,60%

Baleares 5.484 1,84%

Cantabria 1.371 0,46%

Castilla La Mancha 3.888 1,31%

Castilla y León 12.854 4,32%

Cataluña 39.304 13,22%

Comunidad Valenciana 12.448 4,19%

Extremadura 1.646 0,55%

Galicia 17.412 5,86%

Madrid 135.814 45,68%

Murcia 1.490 0,50%
TOTAL 297.321 100,00%  
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1.3. Air traffic  figures. 
 

Outbound passengers to Gran Canaria. Leading carriers. Winter seasons 2006-2008.
Carrier W 2006-2007 W 2007-2008 Var total Var %
SPANAIR 255.723 254.907 -816 -0,32%
IBERIA 232.652 206.823 -25.829 -11,10%

AIR EUROPA 164.414 177.759 13.345 8,12%

HAPAG-LLOYD FLUGGESELLSCHAFT 176.347 163.216 -13.131 -7,45%

CONDOR FLUGDIENST 156.726 149.463 -7.263 -4,63%

MYTRAVEL 141.288 120.529 -20.759 -14,69%

AIR BERLIN 99.738 110.259 10.521 10,55%

THOMSONFLY.COM 95.253 102.940 7.687 8,07%

TRANSAVIA.COM 65.436 74.721 9.285 14,19%

SCANDINAVIAN AIRLINES SYSTEM 61.127 60.728 -399 -0,65%  
 
 
 

Outbound passengers to Gran Canaria. Leading airports. Winter 2006-2008
AEROPUERTO W 2006-2007 W 2007-2008 Var total Var %
MADRID /BARAJAS 340.031 373.020 32.989 9,70%
OSLO 81.575 90.932 9.357 11,47%

BARCELONA 75.979 80.550 4.571 6,02%

LONDRES/GATWICK 71.473 78.138 6.665 9,33%

ESTOCOLMO/ARLANDA 66.978 69.846 2.868 4,28%

HELSINKI /HELSINKI-VANTAA 71.409 69.478 -1.931 -2,70%

MANCHESTER /INTERNACIONAL 56.134 65.467 9.333 16,63%

AMSTERDAM/SCHIPHOL 69.052 64.313 -4.739 -6,86%

COPENAGUE 59.098 60.178 1.080 1,83%

DUSSELDORF 53.092 52.300 -792 -1,49%  
Source: AENA. 
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Low cost passengers, by destination airport. Winter 2007-2008.
Airport Passengers % over total
Barcelona 1.556.415 14,83%
Palma de Mallorca 1.419.580 13,53%

Madrid-Barajas 1.151.872 10,98%

Málaga 1.054.097 10,05%

Girona 1.037.635 9,89%

Alicante 1.022.863 9,75%

Valencia 608.051 5,80%

Tenerife Sur 556.076 5,30%

Gran Canaria 467.751 4,46%

Murcia 282.103 2,69%

OTHERS 1.335.109 12,73%

TOTAL SPAIN 10.491.552 100,00%
 

 
Source: Institute for Tourist Estudies (IET). 
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1.4.  Tourist entries. Canary Islands. Winter seasons. 2006-2008.    
 
 

 

W 2006-2007 W 2007-2008 Var Total Var %

Canaries 6.171.068 6.469.865 298.797 4,84%

Lanzarote 1.029.289 1.088.478 59.189 5,75%

Fuerteventura 785.388 819.333 33.945 4,32%

Gran Canaria 1.802.443 1.926.139 123.696 6,86%

Tenerife 2.464.202 2.545.531 81.329 3,30%

89.746 90.384 638 0,71%

Tourist entries. Total. Winter Season. 2006-2008. Canary Islands.

Island

La Palma

 
 

 
Tourist entries. Demand groups. Winter Season. 2006-2008. Canary Islands.

Tourist entries from foreign flights 2006-2007 2007-2008 Var Total Var %
Canaries 5.071.672 5.258.896 187.224 3,69%

Lanzarote 825.801 868.420 42.619 5,16%

Fuerteventura 701.940 723.203 21.263 3,03%

1.524.639 1.586.045 61.406 4,03%

1.946.799 2.005.564 58.765 3,02%

72.493 75.664 3.171 4,37%

National entries 2006-2007 2007-2008 Var Total Var %
979.695 1.059.865 80.170 8,18%

192.004 200.364 8.360 4,35%

69.822 86.675 16.853 24,14%

234.963 297.321 62.358 26,54%

466.349 461.142 -5.207 -1,12%

16.557 14.363 -2.194 -13,25%

Foreign tourists (national flights) 2006-2007 2007-2008 Var Total Var %

119.701 151.104 31.403 26,23%

11.484 19.694 8.210 71,49%

13.626 9.455 -4.171 -30,61%

42.841 42.773 -68 -0,16%

51.054 78.825 27.771 54,40%
696 357 -339 -48,71%

Tenerife

La Palma

La Palma

Gran Canaria

Tenerife

Lanzarote

Fuerteventura

Gran Canaria

Tenerife

Canaries

Lanzarote

Fuerteventura

Gran Canaria

La Palma

Canaries
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2. Tourist beds in Gran Canaria.  
 
 

MAY 2008 HOTELS APARTAMENTS TOTAL
Las Palmas de Gran Canaria 5.830 1.345 7.175

10.942 23.979 34.921
30.485 70.481 100.966

817 0 817
48.074 95.805 143.062

TOURIST BEDS. GRAN CANARIA. 

Total

Mogán
a
Resto

 

Apartment beds. Categories.

3 KEYS
10%

2 KEYS
48%

1 KEY
41%

4 KEYS
1%

 
 

Hotel beds. Categories.

3 STARS
31%

4 STARS
46%

1 STAR
5% 2  STARS

7%

5 STARS
11%

 
 

Source: Tourist Board of Gran Canaria 
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3. Oc cupation. Ac commodation oc cupanc y surveys. Gran Canaria. Winter season. 2007-2008. 
 

WINTER SEASON � � � � � � � 	 
 � 	 � � � � � � � � � 	 � 	 
 � � � � �
Overnight stays 15.153.613 14.704.712 -2,96%
Spanishs 1.201.407 1.252.999 4,29%
Foreigners 13.952.206 13.451.713 -3,59%
Average length of stay 8,66 8,45 -2,42%
Occupancy rate
By beds 62,16 62,70 0,54
By rooms 76,72 76,37 -0,35
Personnel employed 14.552 14.489 -0,43%

ACCOMODATION RESULTS. GRAN CANARIA. WINTER SEASON 2007-2008.

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Source: INE Institute of Statistics of Spain.

WINTER SEASON 07-08 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
Travellers 1.084.014 813.817
Overnight stays 7.063.269 7.641.443
Spanish 934.232 318.767
Foreigners 6.129.037 7.322.676
Average length of stay 6,54 9,40
Occupancy rate
By beds 72,33 57,88
By room 81,49 77,99
Perssonel employed 9.721 4.768

ACCOMODATION RESULTS. HOTELS VS APARTMENTS. GRAN CANARIA. WINTER SEASON 07-08
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OCCUPANCY RATE. HOTELS. GRAN CANARIA. MONTHS OF WINTER SEASON 2007-2008.
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OCCUPANCY RATE. APARTMENTS. GRAN CANARIA. MONTHS OF WINTER SEASON 2007-2008.
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OCCUPANCY RATE. HOTELS. SPAIN. WINTER SEASON 2007-2008.

72,33
71,74

59,43

60,79

55,56
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OCCUPANCY RATE. APARTMENTS. SPAIN. WINTER SEASON 2007-2008.
Ocupación por plazas, abril 082007 2008
Isla de Gran Canaria � � � 
 
 60,43

Isla de Tenerife � � � � � 60,90

Isla de Lanzarote � 	 � 
 
 39,30

Isla de Fuerteventura � 
 � 
 � 43,00

Costa Blanca � 	 � � � 56,20

Costa del Sol � � � � � 42,41

Isla de Mallorca � � � � �

Abril Media Invierno


 � � 
 � 
 � � � 
 � 	 � � � 
 � � � 	

 � � 
 � 
 � � � � � � � � � 
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4. Client profile. Tourist Spending Survey. 2007. ISTAC. 

 
4.1. Tourist spenging 
 
 

DAILY SPENDING BY TOURIST. CANARY ISLANDS. 2006-2007.

� � � � �
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4.2 Average length of stay 
 
 
Average lenght of stay. Canary Islands. 2006-2007. 2006 2007 Var Total

9,68 9,42 -2,69%
9,34 8,82 -5,57%

10,66 9,63 -9,66%
10,06 9,94 -1,19%

9,28 9,19 -0,97%
10,49 10,07 -4,00%La Palma

Lanzarote
Fuerteventura
Gran Canaria
Tenerife

Canaries

 
AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY. GRAN CANARIA. 2006-2007.
COUNTRY 2006 2007 Var total
GERMANY 12,73 11,49 -9,74%
AUSTRIA 12,07 12,26 1,57%

BELGIUM 9,99 10,08 0,90%

DENMARK 8,70 9,24 6,21%

SPAIN 7,85 7,48 -4,71%

FINLAND 10,07 9,88 -1,89%

FRANCE 12,95 11,49 -11,27%

HOLLAND 10,40 10,05 -3,37%

IRELAND 8,90 8,61 -3,26%

ITALY 9,29 9,45 1,72%

NORWAY 11,13 13,96 25,43%

UNITED KINGDOM 9,44 9,19 -2,65%

SWEDEN 10,76 14,16 31,60%

SWITZERLANDS 11,01 13,00 18,07%

OTHERS 10,33 11,34 9,78%

TOTAL 10,06 9,94 -1,19%  
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4.3) Opinion about the trip. 
 
 

OPINION ABOUT THE TRIP. 2007. GRAN CANARIA AND CANARY ISLANDS

Gran Canaria Canaries
Very good 43,85% 47,20%

Good 44,42% 42,40%

Normal 10,50% 9,30%

0,84% 0,80%

0,38% 0,30%

Bad

Very bad

Opinion
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5. Prices and employment figures. 
 
5.1       Pric es.   
 
5.1.1 Consumer price index.  
 

PRICE INDEX: GLOBAL AND TOURIST SECTOR
APRIL. 2007 VS 2008.

SPAIN
APRIL 2008 MONTHLY RATE ANNUAL RATE MONTHLY RATE

TOTAL 0,6% 4,9% 0,7%
Hotels and restaurants 0,1% 3,9% 0,2%

CANARIAN PROVINCES S/C DE TENERIFE
APRIL 2008 MONTHLY RATE ANNUAL RATE MONTHLY RATE

TOTAL 0,5% 4,8% 0,7%
Hotels and restaurants 0,1% 4,4% 0,1%

CANARIES

LAS PALMAS

 
 
5.1.2 Ac comodation prices and earnings index. 
 

ACCOMODATION PRICES AND EARNINGS INDEX. APRIL 2008
Annual var rate

PRICES VAR 2008-2007
CANARIES -1,70% GENERAL INDEX Annual var rate
BALEARES 1,30% AVERAGE 1,37%
ANDALUCIA -2,60% Normal rate 1,90%
SPAIN -0,50% Weekend rate 8,53%
EARNINGS VAR 2008-2007 Touroperators rate 0,36%
CANARIES -2,10%
BALEARES 2,20%
ANDALUCIA -1,10%
SPAIN 0,30%

HOTELS APARTMENTS

  
Source: INE Institute of Statistics of Spain 
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5.2. Employment. 
 
5.2.1 Ac tive population survey. 
 

ALL THE SECTOR CANARIES SPAIN
EMPLOYED 880.500 20.402.300
ANNUAL VAR RATE -3,74% 1,66%
UNEMPLOYED 152 2.174.200
ANNUAL VAR RATE 45,58% 17,14%
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 14,70 9,63

TOURIST SECTOR CANARIES SPAIN
OCUPADOS TURISMO 191.145 2.533.456
ANNUAL VAR RATE -3,50% 3,10%
% OVER TOTAL EMPLOYED 21,71% 12,42%
TOURISM UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 10,30% 8,70%

REGIONS EMPLOYED % OVER ALL SECTORS
BALEARES 97.982 (-6,5%) 18,10%
ANDALUCIA 423315 (+4,4%) 12,70%
CATALUÑA 423804 (+1%) 12,00%

ACTIVE POPULATION SURVEY. FIRST QUARTER 2008.

ACTIVE POPULATION SURVEY. TOURISM. ANOTHER REGIONS.

 
       

Source: INE Institute of Statistics of Spain 
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MARKETS OF ORIGIN. EVOLUTION AND OUTLOOK 
 
 

1German-speaking markets. 
 
Summer 2008 was marked  by a  reduc tion in tourists a rriving  by a ir in genera l 
(the inc rease in the p ric e of fuel, whic h c ould  b ring  new inc reases in the p ric e 
of a ir tic kets, is c ausing  enormous c onc ern) and  an inc rease in c a ta logue 
p ric es, whic h has c aused  a  lo t o f tour opera tors to rec ord  good  turnover 
figures, a lthough more c autious with regard  to c ustomers.  
  
The sound  figures for TUI Alemania  for summer 2008 have slowed  down 
(turnover is 4% more than last year but the inc rease in c ustomers is only 1%) and  
it should  be stressed  tha t TUI Alemania  p lanned  for 24% fewer aerop lane sea ts 
for the summer on a ll issuing  markets. 
 
Neither was the 07/ 08 winter bad  for the TUI Travel c onsortium whic h c losed  
with a  9% growth in turnover.  
 
Thomas Cook had  a  very restra ined  winter and  d id  not manage to stra ighten 
out the bad  run tha t had  dogged  them sinc e summer  2007. The reduc tion in a ir 
c apac ities by Thomas Cook for summer 2008 in order to  minim ize risks was of 
pa rtic ula rly signific anc e in Germany.  
 
The Continenta l Europe d ivision of Thomas Cook (whic h inc ludes Germany and 
Austria ) rec ord ed  a  3% inc rease in p ric es in the summer and  the same for the 
growth in turnover.  
 
After a  poor winter, the pac kage tour opera tions Rewe Touristik reported  
positive figures for summer 2008: +1.9% for c lients, whereas the turnover is above 
last yea r's.  
 
Alltours' winter c losed  with +4,8% turnover, thanks ma inly to the sa le of 
pac kages to long-d istanc e destina tions whic h, together with Egyp t, were the 
favourites. Alltours have c urrently rec orded  11% growth in sa les for the summer, 
an amount whic h will be reduc ed  due to the limita tion of c apac ity ava ilab le. 
  
The European tourism sec tor c ontinues to observe the p rogress of 
amalgamation and  purc hase negotia tions in the German a ir sec tor with 
expec ta tion.  
 
The dead lines of the German Court o f Competition for d ec id ing  on the 
purc hase of Condor by Air Berlin have been p rolonged  to the point tha t  Air 
Berlin has fina lly withd rawn from the amalgamation, whereas TUI is speed ing  up 
negotia tions to amalgamate TUI Fly with the Lufthansa subsid ia ry, 
Germanwings, an opera tion in whic h the future presenc e of Condor is not 
d isc ounted .
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2 Home market. 

 
Fac tors suc h as the financ ia l situa tion and  the o il shortage are signific antly 
a ffec ting  Spanish outbound  tourism. 
 
Thus, the d estina tions pushing  with the greatest forc e with regard  to summer 
2008 were short and  med ium d istanc e. 
 
Whereas short-d istanc e d estina tions (Spa in) mean short, c heap  flights, long-
d istanc e flights are benefiting  form the low ra te for the dolla r with the United  
Sta tes lead ing  the most outstand ing inc reases 
 
The Canaries, whic h do not have the c urrent strong points of their c ompetitors 
referred  to, but whic h must take advantage of their rise in  this market in rec ent 
yea rs in ord er to  save this situa tion properly, is m id way. 
 
At p resent, it is the Caribbean d estina tions whic h a re in the worst situa tion, so 
tha t spec ia l o ffers have been extended  until August itself 

 
3333 Latin markets. 

 
Ita ly: 
 
The GNB is frozen for 2008, but turnover for tourism servic es is rec koned  to be 
inc reasing  and  rema ins the motor for the growth of the Ita lian ec onomy 
 
As for p riva te c onsumption, it c ontinues to fa ll, dec reasing  by 0.9%, due to the 
inc reases in energy c osts and  basic  items. 
 
The winter tourist season c losed  with c autious d a ta  and  a  grea ter p resenc e of 
top -level pac kages, while it seems the midd le c lass a re doing  without summer 
holidays. 
 
The most requested  destina tions were long-d istanc e, with the United  Sta tes, the 
Caribbean and  the Mald ives a t the top . 
 
Reta il agenc ies have c ompla ined  about the inc rease in c ompetition from 
Internet sa les, above a ll to  buy pac kages for the weekend  or for stays a t ski 
resorts. 
 
With regard  to the summer, sa les seemed  to have stagna ted  during  June, a fter 
strong sa les ac hieved  by the polic y of ad vanc e reserva tions. 
 
Ac c ord ing  to one study, outbound  tourism in Ita ly will inc rease to 2.2% in 2008 
and  2009 d esp ite the slow-down of the ec onomy with the trend  being  toward s 
c ountries whic h offer a  good  qua lity-p ric e ra tio , suc h as Egyp t. 
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In genera l, the la rge Ita lian tour opera tor g roups are going  for the 
Med iterranean, above a ll Spa in – the Ba lea ric s and  Tenerife -, Greec e – 
Rhodes, Crete and  Cos – and  Tunisia , not forgetting  the Red  Sea , Moroc c o and  
Cape Verd e.  
 

4 English-speaking markets. 
 
In this market, mac ro-ec onomic  aspec ts have g rea ter reperc ussions, if this were 
possib le; so, we a re ta lking  about an ec onomy with weakened  growth and  
very a ffec ted  by the financ ia l c risis (let us rec a ll, for example, the Northern Roc k 
c ase). 
 
The sc enario d esc ribed  may of c ourse a ffec t the demand  for trips ab road , 
a lthough the streng th of the pound  aga inst the dolla r is a  strong  inc entive for 
the British c onsumer. 
 
Bec ause of this, it is the d estina tions in the dolla r a rea  whic h have the best 
c hanc es of triumphing  with the British tour opera tor this summer of 2008, 
a lthough for now Spa in and  the Canaries showed  ra tes of g rowth (a lbeit small) 
a t the sta rt o f the summer season. 
 
And , if we look a t the tab les of forec asts p repared  by the b ig  tour opera tors on 
the market, the genera l levels of d emand  for tic kets rema ins stab le. 
 

5555 Sc andinavian market. 
 
Movements on this market point to  the growth of the United  Sta tes as a  
fashionab le destina tion this summer. 
 
Likewise, the beac h hotels on the Med iterranean and , in pa rtic ula r, Ma jorc a , 
together with Greec e, Cyprus, Turkey or Ita ly. 
 
As for Gran Canaria , we have to bear in m ind  tha t summer 2007 was 
spec tac ularly good , with g rowth of more than 10% in a  typ ic a lly winter market. 
 
This good  summer, together with the c ond itions of the market and  the flight 
forec asts (genera l reduc tion in c ha rter flights) make us pred ic t tha t the figures 
for summer 2008 for the Sc and inavian sec tor will be nega tive with the possib le 
exc ep tion of Norway, where the existenc e of regular summer flights may a llow 
p revious figures to be ma inta ined  
 

6666 Dutc h market. 
 

The Dutc h market is, without doub t, one of our most trad itiona l c lients; in this 
regard , the dec reases in rec ent seasons must henc eforth be reversed . 
 
Flight c onnec tions a re the key to this; and  on the one hand , the reduc tion in 
the ec o-tax on journeys between Holland  and  the Canaries is a  relief, for, had 
the initia l p lans of the Dutc h government been ma inta ined , the situa tion would  
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have been c ritic a l. 
 
On the other hand , the existenc e of few a ir opera tors between Gran Canaria  
and  Holland , pa rtic ula rly a fter the d eparture of Martina ir, rep resents a  
bottlenec k, for, a lthough c urrent opera tors move signific ant levels, the lac k of 
other c onnec tion op tions signific antly lim its a  return to the volumes of p revious 
years. 
 
At a  genera l level, the Dutc h issue market has ind ic a ted  a  5% inc rease in 
reserva tions for this summer. 
 
The most popular c ountry c ontinues to be Franc e, a lso with an inc rease of 5%.  
 
For med ium-d istanc e destina tions, Spa in (+3%) and  Greec e (+1%) a re favourite  
destina tions for this summer, whereas Turkey is third  and  Egyp t has gone up 21%.  
 
For long-d istanc e, there is a  16% inc rease in fa r-off d estina tions suc h as South 
Americ a  (+20%), the Caribbean (+10%), Austra lia  and  New Zea land   (+25%) and  
Asia  (+4%). 

 


